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The large range in the level of industrial development is clearly shown by
the enormous difference between the "top ten" and the "bottom ten" as far
as the number of "vehicles per 1,000 population" is concerned. The diffe-
rence is about 50 to 1. Even within the top- and bottom tens there is a

great difference.

4.3, OECD-International Road Traffic and Accident Database (IRTAD)

The IRTAD was established in 1984 by the Bundesanstalt flir Strassenwesen
(BASt) in W.Germany; primarily for their own use i.e. for comparing the
road safety of W.Germany with other, comparable countries. This idea was
adopted by the OECD Road Research Programme in 1987 and in 1989 to the
installation of the system in its final form. As the name suggests, it is
not just a road accident database. This can be seen in the "User Guide",
which has already been produced by the BASt.

The contents are. Country, Year, Area, Population (by age-group), Network
length of public roads (by type), Number of motor vehicles (by type)
Kilometrage of motor vehicles (by type and road-type), Modal split (by
cars, public transportation, railway, airplane), Injury accidents (by
road-type), Killed and injured persons, Killed persons (by traffic parti-
cipation, age-group, road-type) and Hospitalised victims (by traffic

participation, age-group, road-type).

Table 2 contains "basic data" for each country. Furthermore, these varia-
bles can be combined, or "weighed", to calculate and compare (with other

countries) various "rates" or "ratio’'s".

There is a great amount of variation between individual countries. The
number of annual road deaths varied in 1989 by a factor 31 and the number
of injury accidents (including fatal accidents) varies by a factor 113.
This last difference, between 31 and 113, also shows that there is a wide
range in the number recorded/registered accidents per death. This can
either mean that the real number per death varies widely, or that the
accident recording (fatal + non-fatal) and defintion of what constitutes
"injury" varies greatly in completeness from one country to another! Look-
ing at the individual countries, we can see that the range in accidents

per death lies between 10 and 46 - a factor of c.5.





















