








Differential use of space

When exposure of girls to traffic differs from the exposure of boys, differences in
accidents could be expected, especially when independent mobility is concerned. It could
also be that boys use more dangerous modes of travel.

Traffic participation

The amount of use of public space is sometimes measured in number of journeys or
number of activities outside home, sometimes in time in the roads, somefmes in
distance travelled. Data on distance travelled, comparing girls and boys, are only
available for walking.

Number of journeys

Some studies (Hillman et al., 1990; Wittenberg et al., 1987; Van der Spek and Noyon,
1993), which give data related to number of journeys and activities, compared girls and
boys. The Dutch survey (Van der Spek and Noyon) found no differences between girls
and boys in number of activities outside the home. The German study (Wttenberg et
al.) also found no difference in number of journeys for the 3-17-year-old age group.
Hillman et al., making use of the British National Travel Survey, report that girls in all
age groups (7-14) have the same or a higher number of journeys than boys. The
journeys concern trips to school, shops and leisure activities.

Time in the street

Some studies, however, report a difference in time in the streets, probably reflecting a
difference in time spent playing in the street or a difference in distance travelled per
journey. Van Andel, in a Dutch study (1985), observed the number of girls and boys at
different locations and found that 35% of the children were girls. This result contrasts
with other data. Hooghiemstra (1995) concludes that Dutch girls and boys spend almost
the same amount of time outside the home.

In an Australian study (Drummond and Ozanne-Smith, 1991), exposure data were
collected through an observational survey conducted at 80 randomly selected zones
across metropolitan Melbourne. Data were collected on both the quantity (time) and
quality (various behaviours) of child pedestrian and bicyclist exposure. The total of child
pedestrians observed was 3342. There was a virtually even male/female split in the
sample.

Distance walked

An observational study (Ward et al., 1994) in Northampton (UK), where pedestrians
were observed, followed and interviewed, distances of walking were established, and
metres walked along the road, and number of streets aossed. Females are estimated to
walk an average of 844 metres on an average day compared with an average for males
of 786 metres. Boys aged 5-15 walk on average about 1150 metres, which 1s about 40%
further per person than girls, but for the older teenagers (16-19 years of age) the pattern
is reversed with girls walking 1914 metres, which is 21% further per person than boys.
It can be estimated from these figures that the distance walked by boys, aged 5-19, is
55% of all metres walked by both sexes. This study related this distance to the accident
involvement of boys and girls. The conclusion of the authors is that boys aged 5-15 are
about one and a half times more at risk of being injured as pedestrians than girls. When
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