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Report on the visit of a SWOV-VVN delegation to Hungary on
June 20th till 23th 1993

1. Headlines

The delegation, Mr. J. Goos, director VVN, Mr. P. Wesemann,
research manager SWOV and Mr. R. Wittink, project manager
education SWOV, was the guest of the Hungarian National
Council for Road Safety, that is connected with the Hungarian
Police Headquarters and part of the Ministry of Interior
Affairs.

Visits were made to the Headquarters and to the Traffic
Department of the Hungarian National Police, to the Ministry
of Transport, Telecommunication and Water Management, to the
Research Institute KTI, to the Technical University of
Budapest, and to the Dutch Embassy.

At the Department of Traffic of the Hungarian National Council
for Road Safety, we were received by Dr. S. Pongor, Deputy
Head, Mr. M. Miklés, Mr. D. Antal and Mr. T. Déber.

At the Headquarters of the Hungarian National Police
Headquarters, Mr. A. Tiards, Deputy Chief of Hungarian National
Police Headquarters and Director-General of Public Safety and
Mr. J. Goos, Director VVN signed an agreement on codperation.
Mr. G. Csaszar, Deputy Head of the Division of Roads and Road
Vehicles of the Ministry of Transport, Communication and Water
Management, welcomed cooperation between Hungary and the
Netherlands in the field of road safety, especially between
KTI and SWOV and expressed the willingness of the Ministry to
co-finance projects of mutual interest.

Mr. G. Ecsedy, director of KTI, offered a draft agreement for
cooperation with SWOV. KTI has handed over the draft National
Road Safety Programme in english.

Prof. Dr.-ing. S. Koller received us at the Technical
University of Budapest.
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VVN for information about child restraints, air bags, breath
analysing devices, the educational system, railway crossings,
and the system of traffic rules or highway code.
They look forward to cooperating with VVN and they would like
to utilize expertise from SWOV in that context.

In the visit to the Ministry of Transport, where Mr. Csédszar
was accompanied by Mr. P. Lanyi, it was mentioned that besides
improving the motorway network a programme will be on
improving the bicycle network. A Dutch publication which
comprises design criteria for bicycle infrastructure and that
will be published soon, could be very important to them. We
will find out if this has already been published.

Standards of roads should be upgraded, routes improved not
only with regard to the road surface but also by engineering,
and especial attention will be paid to level crossings because
of severe accidents. 1In general, the severity of accidents in
Hungary is relatively high.

The last accident data show improvement, but there has also
been a sharp decrease in fuel sales (-25%). The presence of
traffic police on the streets shows improvement after the
sharp reduction because of the political reform.

Road safety measures will in future partly be financed by
road-users when they pay for a licence, fines, insurances,
vehicle check ups and fuel. The plan will also cover safety on
rivers (etc.) and railways. Vehicle, human and infrastructural
standards will be integrated. The Department of Traffic Safety
will be responsible for planning and control, codrdination of
ministries and codrdination of private institutions. The
National Council for Road Safety will remain closely connected
to the police.

New legislation with regard to the speed limit of 50 km/h has
been accompanied with the obligatory use of seatbelts on rear
seats outside built up areas and the obligatory use of running
lights during daytime outside built up areas, except on
motorways. The legislation provoked much discussion. The
exceptions were a consequence of this, but now people are
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- economic costs of traffic safety

- the human factor (at present KTI has not itself a
psychologist as employee; they make use of two private
psychologists)

- bicycles.

SWOV will provide in the short term additional information on
various subjects. It will be decided where and when the
Agreement of Cobperation between KTI and SWOV will be signed.
Meanwhile SWOV will prepare a proposal for a report on the
point demerit system in relation to the young driver problem
and a provisional driving license. SWOV will present an
overview of the background of the problems, and possibilities
for improvement. SWOV will also present an overvieuw of
international experiences, especially with regard to the point
demerit systems, on the basis of the work SWOV has already
performed. It is proposed to present and discuss this
expertise at a mini conference in Hungary with policy makers,
researchers and potential executive organisations, to combine
the international experience with the actual and practical
situation in Hungary. From this a final report will be made.
The Hungarian Ministry of Transport will be asked for co-
financing and to request together with the research institutes
for financial support from international bodies. Another
conference could be held in the autumn to decide about the
contents of other research projects in which KTI and SWOV will
cooperate. Besides the topics already mentioned, the
elaboration of a long term road safety plan for regions and
municipalities, a methodology for evaluation of
countermeasures and in general exchange of knowledge and
expertise (research and policies) could be important themes.

Prof. Dr.-ing. S. Koller from the Technical University
explained that pedestrians and cyclists must be important
target groups for road safety policy. He works since 1963 in
the field of road safety. Recently he compared the accident
situation of cities in different countries. He was critical of
the SWOV prognosis (by Koornstra and Oppe) of increasing road






